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1. Pollutants extracted from the Earth’s crust - carbon from fossil 

fuels, heavy metals (e.g. mercury and cadmium are toxic). 
 

2. Pollutants and waste produced by society – chemicals and 
compounds, such as POPs (PCBs, DDT, dioxins, etc..) (exposure 
can cause death and illnesses). 
 

 PRTRs provide periodic and reliable data on releases and 
transfers of a number of pollutants (at least 86 under the PRTR 
Protocol).  

 

3.  Resource depletion (PRTRs do not measure) i.e. physical 
destruction and degradation of nature, (overharvesting forests, 
fisheries, destroying habitats..). 

3 main ways industrial society impacts the 
environment and human health 
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PROTOCOL ON POLLUTANT RELEASE AND 
TRANSFER REGISTERS  

 
to the  

 
Convention on Access to Information, Public 

Participation in Decision-making and Access to 
Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 

Convention) 
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Legal basis of the UNECE PRTR Protocol 
 

 
Article 5.9 of the Aarhus Convention, requiring each 

Party 
  
 “to take steps to establish progressively ... a 
 coherent, nationwide system of pollution 
 inventories or registers on a structured, 
 computerized and publicly accessible  database 
 compiled through standardized  reporting.” . . . 
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UNECE PRTR Protocol - background 
 
Adopted at EfE Ministerial conference in Kiev, 21 May 

2003 
Protocol open to all UN member states, including non 

Parties to the Aarhus Convention  
38 Signatories 
32 Parties including EU 
Entry into force on 8 October 2009 
1st MOP in 20-22 April 2010 
Protocol has its own compliance mechanism similar to 

Convention’s one, including possibility to any member of 
the public to address communications to the committee 
EU level: EPRTR Regulation mostly based on the Protocol 
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Definition of a Pollutant 
 

 
Article 2. para (6) of the PRTR Protocol 

 
 “Pollutant” means a substance or a group of 
 substances that may be harmful to the 
 environment or to human health on account 
 of its properties and of its introduction into the 
 environment;    
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Scope of the PRTR Protocol - Art.4 core elements - 
Art.5 design & structure 

The Protocol requires each Party to establish a publicly accessible 
national PRTR which  
 covers pollutant releases and transfers from facilities 

operating at least 1 activity listed in an annex I;  
 (transfers means waste water destined for off-site WWTP 

and off-site transfers of waste) 
 includes 86 pollutants (Annex II), such as greenhouse gases, 

acid rain pollutants, ozone-depleting substances, heavy 
metals, substances covered by POP’s Convention and certain 
carcinogens such as dioxins 

 can be searched for point sources by facility, location, 
activity, owner or operator, pollutant or waste as 
appropriate, medium (air, water, land) 
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Scope of the PRTR Protocol - Art.4 core elements - 
Art.5 design & structure 

The Protocol requires each Party to establish a PRTR which  
Progressively includes available data on releases from diffuse 

sources (e.g. transport and agriculture);  
 is based on mandatory reporting 
 is publicly accessible through electronic means (e.g. 

internet), free of charge or, failing that, by other means on 
request (Art.11 public access to information) 

 is user-friendly in its structure and provide links to other 
relevant registers, 
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UNECE PRTR Protocol – Confidentiality (Art.12) 
Capacity-building (Art.15) and international cooperation 
(Art.16) 

 
Confidentiality (Art.12) tailored to the specificities of 

registers but in accordance with Aarhus Convention and 
Directive 2003/4 on access to environmental information 

Parties will promote public awareness of PRTRs, provide 
adequate capacity-building and guidance to authorities, 
cooperate and assist each other (implementation, sharing 
information, technical assistance) 

PRTR capacity building activities database – (available at 
www.prtr.net) lists data on activities 
E.g. GEF-funded UNITAR pilot projects on POPs 

monitoring using PRTR in 6 countries 

http://www.prtr.net/
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PRTRs enable governments to 
 
 review the compliance of local facilities with permit conditions; 
 track the release of hazardous chemical substances and pollution 
trends over time; and examine progress in reducing emissions;  
monitor compliance and national progress with international 
commitments;  
set priorities for reducing the most potentially damaging 
releases; and prioritise industrial sectors for eco-innovation;  
reduce costs to Government and industry by providing a 
coordinated reporting system; 
use PRTR results to assess environmental and human health risks;  
achieve pollution prevention, lessening the bureaucratic burden 
of control regulations.  
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PRTRs benefit industry, management and workers 
 
by stimulating efforts to improve environmental 
management, efficiency and reduce pollution levels and 
associated costs for facilities.  
by serving as a major driving force for pollution reduction and 
eco-innovation throughout many sectors of the economy.  
by helping to identify potential sectors and facilities that may 
be starting points or priorities for the introduction of 
technologies for cleaner production, eco-innovation and 
synergistic processes.  
by enabling similar industries to benchmark their 
environmental performance with other companies in the sector 
and to reduce releases, thereby saving money. 
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PRTRs benefit the general public, citizens and 
researchers 
 
by providing access to information on local, regional or national 
pollution. 
enabling the public to learn about releases and transfers 
occurring in their communities. 
by enabling health professionals to use the information in 
public health decisions.  
by providing a valuable tool for environmental education. 
Researchers and academics can use PRTR data for modelling or 
other studies, and the financial sector for evaluating investment 
proposals or for considering insurance or sustainability issues. 
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PRTRs - a tool for a ‘green’ economy 
 
PRTRs help to identify industrial processes (or hotspots) that 
contribute most significantly to pollution and that may be 
priorities for eco-innovation. 
Governments, academia, research institutions, the public, and 
business driving eco-innovation can utilize the PRTR as a 
common indicator to inform their strategic goals and for 
measuring the success of a ‘green economy’. (e.g., measuring 
reduction in pollution releases via national trend graphs) 
The Protocol is regarded as a cross-cutting tool for addressing 
climate change and heavy metals and eco-toxic chemicals 
management, as well as for facilitating the development of 
compatible PRTR systems in different countries.  
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PRTR Protocol resources – UNECE PRTR website 
 
UNECE PRTR website 

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr.htm  
 contains relevant data, links, list of meetings, and publications 
E.g. Publications 
Text of the PRTR Protocol (2003) 
 Simplified Guide to the Protocol on PRTRs (2011) 
Guidance on Implementation of the Protocol on PRTRs 

(2008). 
 

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/prtr.htm
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Many Thanks for Your Attention! 
 

MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON  
THE AARHUS CONVENTION WEBSITE: 

http://www.unece.org/env/pp 
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